Home Service Conference and Holiday Report – September 2010

The years come round so quickly and so do the Home Service conference weekends and holiday weeks.  This year is no exception and it is hard to believe that they have come and gone.

The theme of the conference this year was Looking Forward, Looking Back as we gave thanks for the past and looked, with faith, to the future.

As usual, the conference was packed with seminars and plenary sessions and the buzz was tangible. After the expected frantic checking in session and settling in period, everyone settled down to enjoy themselves.  

Steve Richards was our plenary session speaker and covered looking back on the Friday evening and looking forward on the Sunday morning. Both these sessions were challenging and encouraging as Steve motivated and blessed us in a subject which is so close to his heart.

Saturday was given over to seminar sessions. First we had David and Hannah Retallick discussing how it is for them to be home educated teenagers, Cathy Koetsier once again very ably urging us to “Learn as you Live” and Claire Carroll and Lyn Richards showing us how to “Get it all Done”. That early session was completed by John and Becky Penberthy-Smith covering the very necessary subject of “Two Walking Together” – how husband and wife can work to be joined in their vision to home educate.
The second seminar sessions on Saturday morning offered “Secularisation and your child” with Roger Slack and a very worthwhile discussion group on running a local group with Jenny Bennigsen and Becky Penberthy-Smith.  Randall Hardy talked about the politics of home education in England and Lyn Richards ran her very popular “Shaping your Child’s Character”.
In the early afternoon on Saturday Craig Koetsier led a discussion group on the possibility of starting up a British national legal defence organization, which a good number of people took part in.

After a very satisfying evening meal, the final seminar session was run.  There were “Options at 14” covered by Roger Slack and Steve Richards, and “Nurturing a Home Educating Wife”, a challenging seminar for husbands by John Penberthy-Smith.  Rachel Retallick was very helpful to those “Home Educating in Difficult Circumstances” and Andrea Williams asked the question “Head in the Clouds or Just Above Water?” as she talked openly about the ups and downs of home educating life with a view to encouraging others.

The Sunday morning worship was lead by Phil Harman who did an excellent job. The singing was wonderful.  As it was Steve and Lyn Richards’ last conference as part of the Home Service committee it was very fitting that they were publicly thanked for all their hard work over the years with a presentation being made during the service.

We had an excellent refreshment team this year and that ran very smoothly – thanks to the Thurleys and the Sprees for that.  

Elspeth Bright took over the organisation of the children’s work this year and had no idea what she was taking on! With Lyn Richards on hand to offer advice she did a brilliant job of coordinating all those sessions. We have to say a huge thank you to the parents who were willing to lead a children’s session. It is no easy job.

Alan and Elspeth Bright once again led the teenage work and they had Bible studies and game times in just the right balance. They are very gifted in this way.

So once again, we look back on a Home Service conference. As a committee we are very blessed to be used of God to encourage Christian Home Educators. We want you to be part of that work – helping others with whom you come into contact. Being part of Home Service means you are part of the voice for Christian home education in this country and one day we may need a large, united voice. Please be encouraged to keep up your membership and encourage others to do so. 
Following on from the conference came the annual holiday. Lots of fellowship, lots of fun and safe play for the children. There was a chess tournament, dads and lads football (dads won!!) biscuit making, craft, men’s breakfast, ladies cream tea, final concert, teen panel plus much more. This week is such a success that Cefn Lea management have asked us to take over the bookings so we know who is on site and can keep it a safe place for families.  People are also encouraged to share accommodation as much as possible as so many people want to come.

The children made firm friends with whom they keep in contact and the young adults, some of whom worked very hard in the children’s work at the conference, got time just to relax, without pressure and be among understanding buddies.  The conduct of these young people, (who certainly have the ability to let their hair down!) is a credit to them.

The final evening concert once again demonstrated the abilities of the children and performances ranged from violin solos, to a male voice choir made up of the Dads.

Please pray for us as we take this work forward. Sometimes something is such a success it is hard to know where to go next. We need wisdom for this. 

